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NIHR: An Introduction

• NIHR is funded by the 
Department of Health 
and Social Care to 
improve the health 
and wealth of the 
nation through 
research

• Largest funder of 
health and care 
research in the UK



Our approach at NIHR 





Building Capacity through…

• Targeting funding in three areas of focus

• Setting aside capacity development funds within a major funding opportunity

• Research Support Services (RSS) new sustainability specialism

• Convening joint research sharing conferences and events

• Providing guidance on environmentally sustainable health research

• Designing a programme of support specifically for sustainability through the NIHR 
Academy
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Decarbonising the health and social 
care system funding opportunity

• Annual call for the next 5 years with up to £5m available per year 

• Seeks to address urgent knowledge gaps across health and social care

• Package of support available preceding call open– collaborative 
webinars and workshops

• Opportunities to engage with multiple sectors and disciplines



Research Support Services: RSS Hub 
Lancaster

• Offers expert advice on integrating sustainable practices into research 
projects

• Supports development of environmental sustainability-focused health 
and social care research

• nihr-rss@lancaster.ac.uk

mailto:nihr-rss@lancaster.ac.uk




NIHR Carbon Reduction Guidelines

• Carbon Reduction Guidelines available online

• Efficient study design

• Principles for study set up and conduct

• Sensible clinical trial monitoring

• Currently updating guidance, inviting feedback from researchers about 
the current advice and how it might be more helpful

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-carbon-reduction-guidelines/21685


NIHR Academy



sustainability@nihr.ac.uk

mailto:sustainability@nihr.ac.uk
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