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We are an independent charitable 
organis ation working to build a 
healthier UK . Everyone has  a s take 
and a part to play in improving our 
health. By working together, we can 
build a healthier s ociety.
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Our approach
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Funded work



Ips os  Polling



Views  of the role of the NHS  with res pect to climate change 
remain s table from May 2024, but have increas ed from May 2023

To what extent do you agree or dis agree with each of the following s tatements ?

J ul- 21 May- 22 May- 23 May- 24 May- 25

26% 26%

19%
22% 22%

44%
46%

39%

44%
46%
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The NHS is contributing to climate change

S ig. difference 
from May 2024

^^

Bases: All participants, May 2025 n=2,286 8th – 14th May 2025, May 2024 n=2,136  9th – 15th May 2024, May 2023 n=2,450 5th – 10th May 2023, May 2022 n=2,102  26th May – 1st June 2022 July 2021 
n=1,858 22nd July – 28th July 2021 All conducted online via KnowledgePanel UK.

% Agree

The NHS has a responsibility to 
reduce its
impact on climate change



The NHS  has  a res pons ibility to reduce its  
impact on climate change

The NHS  is  contributing to climate change

46%

22%

28%

44%

22%

23%

4%

11%

•  
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Agree Neither agree 
nor dis agree Dis agree Don’t know 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Bases: All participants, May 2025 n=2,286 8th – 14th May 2025. All conducted online via KnowledgePanel UK.

J us t under half agree that the NHS  has  a res pons ibility to reduce its  
impact on climate change
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Jul-21 May-22 May-23 May-24 May-25

85%

76%
80% 79%

74%

13%

23%
18% 18%

23%

8  

Before today, were you aware that the NHS aims to be net zero? 

Yes

No

Don’t know

Sig. difference 
from May 2024

^^

Bases: All participants, May 2025 n=2,286 8th – 14th May 2025, May 2024 n=2,136 9th – 15th May 2024, May 2023 n=2,450 5th – 10th May 2023, May 2022 n=2,102  26th May – 1st June 2022 July 
2021 n=1,858 22nd July – 28th July 2021 All conducted online via KnowledgePanel UK.

^
^

Awarenes s  of the NHS 's  aim to be net zero has  increas ed s ince May 
2024 
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Jul-21 May-22 May-23 May-24 May-25

70%

64%
60%

57%
60%

22% 24% 25% 24%
21%

6%
10% 12%

15%

16%

Do you support or oppose the NHS’s policy to become net zero? 

Bases: All participants, May 2025 n=2,286 8th – 14th May 2025, May 2024 n=2,136 9th – 15th May 2024, May 2023 n=2,450 5th – 10th May 2023, May 2022 n=2,102  26th May – 1st June 2022 July 2021 
n=1,858 22nd July – 28th July 2021 All conducted online via KnowledgePanel UK.

Sig. difference 
from May 2024

^^

Support

Neither support 
nor oppose

Oppose

A majority of the public continue to s upport the NHS ’s  policy to become 
net zero
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It will help reduce the UK's contribution to climate change

It will help the NHS use resources more efficiently and save 
money

It will help reduce the impact of climate change on people's 
health

I believe the NHS has a responsibility to reduce its impact 
on the environment

It will help the NHS be prepared for the effects of climate 
change

It will help improve patient care

Other

Don’t knowBases: All participants who support the NHS’s policy to become net zero, May 2025 n=1,317  8 th – 14th May 2025. All conducted online via KnowledgePanel UK.

Which two or three of the following, if any, bes t des cribes  why you s upport the NHS ’s  
policy to become net zero? 

Statement May 2025 results

61%

53%

52%

45%

25%

9%

*

1%
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Which two or three of the following, if any, bes t des cribes  why you oppos e the NHS ’s  
policy to become net zero? 

Bases: All participants who oppose the NHS’s policy to become net zero, May 2025 n=425 8 th – 14th May 2025. All conducted online via KnowledgePanel UK.

 Statement May 2025 results

67%

48%

46%

39%

28%

17%

8%

2%

*

The NHS should focus on other priorities

The NHS should be exempt from becoming net zero as it 
delivers essential services

It will impact patient care

It will cost too much

It is not possible for the NHS to be net zero

I don't believe climate change is a serious threat

The NHS does not have a big carbon footprint

The UK does not have a big carbon footprint / other 
countries have bigger carbon footprints

Don’t know
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Which two or three of the 
following, if any, do you think 
the NHS should do to reduce 
waste?

Bases: All participants, May 2025 n=2,286 8th – 14th May 2025. All conducted online via KnowledgePanel UK.

 Statement May 2025 results

38%

36%

33%

24%

24%

21%

18%

17%

16%

13%

12%

7%

5%

3%

Improving coordination between different NHS services

Better management of NHS services and staff

Reducing the use of temporary or agency staff

Reusing more equipment and unused medication where it is 
safe to do so

Giving NHS staff better technology and more reliable 
equipment

Better communication about appointments, referrals and 
test results

Reducing inappropriate prescribing of medicines and 
equipment

Delivering more surgeries as day cases whenever safe to 
do so, to reduce overnight hospital stays

Providing more services remotely 

Reducing energy waste in healthcare settings e.g. 
equipment or heating when not in use

Better administrative support for doctors and nurses

Reducing food waste in NHS hospitals

Reducing inappropriate investigations for patients e.g. scans 
and blood tests

Don’t know

All 5% and over
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Implications

Update: Ins ert > Header & footer > Footer

• Public s upport for net zero – appetite for leaders hip and enagement from NHS , DHS C and government

• Framing of s us tainability actions  with co- benefits  and connecting to other NHS  priorities

• Including the patients  and the public  



Thank you
Get in touch -  

J ay.burt@health.org.uk

https ://www.linkedin.com/in/jfburt/ 

www.health.org.uk 

mailto:Jay.burt@health.org.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jfburt/
http://www.health.org.uk/
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