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The importance of research and innovation 
in climate and health 

• This is fast-evolving agenda with a need for a  stronger evidence base of 
what works to address the accelerating threats from climate change to 
health 

• Huge research gaps exist across multiple areas 
• Data gaps - particularly on how to measure the environmental, health 

and economic impacts of interventions.  
• Interventions to decarbonise the healthcare system 
• Building climate resilient healthcare systems  

• There is a need for a multidisciplinary approach to generate policy and 
practice-relevant evidence and deliver high impact, solutions focussed, 
research and innovation 

 



Our approach at NIHR  
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Funding Research 

• Joint UKRI/NIHR Transdisciplinary Hubs looking at 
health co-benefits 

• Annual health and social care decarbonisation call  

• Adapting Health and Social Care Systems to 
extreme weather events 

• Team Science Award: Decarbonisation and 
Adaptation 

• Better methods better research: Research 
methodology supporting the incorporation of health 
and environmental impact assessment in research 
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Impact across care pathways  
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Looking to the future  

• NIHR is actively looking to increase funding across all 
these areas  

• Hope is that outputs from current funding will begin to inform policy and practice  

• Continue to identify and address research gaps across the system  

• Connect with international centres of excellence to collaborate and share 
learning  

• Facilitate ‘matchmaking’ to encourage multidisciplinary team applications 

• Start looking at how we ensure environmental impact is a key output measure 
from new research looking at health interventions 

• Ensure that the way we conduct health research in the future also considers 
and minimises environmental impact  
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